FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
or two of the tutors ventured to suggest that it
would be easier to get suitable candidates for
the Indian Civil Service, if they were selected on
the recommendations of their colleges instead of
by competitive examinations, Lord Birkenhead
very lucidly pointed out that this would be a
fatal blow to British prestige, because it would be
interpreted as a confession of failure to compete
with the Indians on equal terms. Now, scarcely
more than ten years later, the British Govern-
ment finds itself compelled to have recourse to
what it then regarded as a disgraceful expedient,
simply because of the decline of confidence in
the promises of the British Government.
3. EGYPT
In Egypt, British state-craft had long failed
to obtain Egyptian consent to a Treaty similar
to that which Irak signed, which would keep
Egypt within the orbit of British Foreign Policy?
while leaving the Egyptians free to manage their
own affairs. Growing fear of Italy has now forced
both parties to come to terms (August 1936).
Nevertheless British influence in Egypt and British
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